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China Rises with Its Space Exploration and Development Capability
—The Profound Social Significance of the Current Development of Astronomy
Xu Renxin

Abstract: Space is an important strategic resource; the degree of its development reflects a country's comprehensive

competitiveness. As one of the six basic disciplines of natural science (mathematics, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geography and

biology), astronomy was created at the very time human civilization began. Compared with other basic sciences, astronomy is a "small

discipline" but a "big science" and is the "aristocrat's game". Due to the increased economic strength, China's astronomical disciplines

will flourish in the years to come. This paper expounds the social significance of astronomy from the aspects of science and telescope

equipment, especially its key role in the process of the rise of great powers. It also discusses the relationship between astronomy and

space science and technology; especially the promoting role of pulsar research in space science and technology.

Keywords: Astronomy, Astronomical Telescope, Rise of Great Power, National Rejuvenation
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